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the island of Sehelling, sack the town of Brandaris, and
burn a fleet of one hundred and fifty merchantmen that
lay in the river. By this one exploit damage to the
extent of over a million was done to the Dutch, and the
Duke was applauded once more to the echo by his
exulting country. All August he cruised in the Channel,
making prizes, cutting out merchantmen, and preventing
a junction between the French and the Dutch; nor did
he return till just in time to receive the King's anxious
suggestion that he should come to London to allay the
panic which the great fire had created. He was left
free to come or not as he liked, and much against his
will he came to his master's side. The effect of his
presence was immediate, and Lord Arlington considered
that by his prompt return he had given the King his
throne a second time.

Disgusted as Monk was with the whole war and its
indecisive actions; with the weather that always in-
terposed just as he was going to crush his despised foes;
with his young gentleman captains who only played at
fighting, and knew nothing of the sea but its slang;
with the old Commonwealth officers that would not do
their duty against the great Protestant Eepublic, there
was yet worse in store for the old patriot.

An empty treasury suggested a change of front
for the next year's campaign. The Dutch clearly
meant to bleed the King to death with indecisive
engagements. In order to rapidly and inexpensively
bring the enemy to terms, it was moved in the Council
to put the country in a state of defence, lay up the line-
of-battle ships, and prey on the Dutch commerce with
privateer cruisers. Charles was against the idea, and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